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Archbishop and Pope support faith-led campaign for 
clean water worldwide 
It aims to improve global health by providing hospitals and clinics with clean water, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 

USPG 
The gathering in Rome, April 22-23, 2026 
https://www.washinhcf.org/cop-fbo/ 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2026/1-may/news/uk/archbishop-and-pope-
support-faith-led-campaign-for-clean-water-worldwide 

April 24: fly home 

  

https://www.washinhcf.org/cop-fbo/
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2026/1-may/news/uk/archbishop-and-pope-support-faith-led-campaign-for-clean-water-worldwide
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2026/1-may/news/uk/archbishop-and-pope-support-faith-led-campaign-for-clean-water-worldwide
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SAWA Summary:  

The April 2026 field visit confirmed that WASH interventions implemented by SAWA with 
support from WEFTA are generating significant and visible benefits across communities 
and institutions. Improved access to clean and reliable water has strengthened healthcare 
service delivery, enhanced hygiene and sanitation practices, reduced the incidence of 
waterborne diseases, and improved dignity, wellbeing, and productivity, particularly for 
women and children. Projects such as Mpapa and Lituhi clearly demonstrate the 
transformative impact of integrated WASH investments, together with encouraging levels of 
community ownership and participation. 

Despite these achievements, several challenges remain. Financial sustainability is still 
uneven, as low user-fee collection in some areas threatens the long-term operation, 
maintenance, and sustainability of water systems. 

The assessment further identified critical needs for improved water supply infrastructure, 
including the development of new boreholes, as well as enhanced sanitation and hygiene 
facilities such as improved toilet blocks and handwashing stations in the communities 
visited of Issenye, Kitenga, Baraki, and Makoko in Mara Region. The promotion and 
expansion of rainwater harvesting systems is essential to ensure a reliable and sustainable 
water supply, particularly in areas such as the Mara Region that experience two rainy 
seasons annually. 

Moving forward, continued investment in resilient and scalable WASH infrastructure, 
strengthened community management structures, improved financial accountability, and 
enhanced operation and maintenance systems will be essential to sustain and expand the 
positive impacts already achieved. 

WEFTA Summary: 

The need is infinite and diverse.  The first part of the trip we worked on projects and with 
communities identified by Bishop John Ndimbo, assisted by the Benedictine Sisters.  Each 
community was unique, with people in the communities really lacking outside help to 
make and build the infrastructure that we all take for granted.  When given the opportunity, 
they shine.  They work hard.  Charles, from SAWA, did say they had to work to find different 
people to help out on different parts of the project.  The people in Lundu, a fishing village, 
didn’t so much like digging ditches.  So, people from the surrounding communities were 
recruited and hired for the effort.  In Lituhi, they found one wiry old man who was very good 
at breaking rocks and digging pits.  He had his own man-made tools that allowed him to do 
this.  But all the communities are participating in helping fund and keep the systems 
running.  With that said, WEFTA is certainly needed to help find resources (money) to help 
with the upgrades and improvements. 
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Up in the Mara region, we had the opportunity to work with both the Daughters of Charity 
and the Immaculate Heart Sisters of Africa.  Neither organization reports back to a bishop 
or diocese (in other words, neither reports to men).  They are independent but foundational 
in the community.  They were driven, as a community of sisters, to take care of the people. 
Being introduced directly to these sisters helped create the visualization of what drives 
them every day.  They take the ball and run with it.   

Our biggest challenge is finding the money.  The DOC and IHSA sisters can work with SAWA 
and handle anything that is needed.  The communities down south, with support from 
SAWA, can handle anything.   

The trip ended, appropriately, in Rome, where we got the chance to tell our story to the 
Vatican and to many other Faith Based Organizations (and secular ones).  I gave a shout out 
to the sisters, saying that maybe WEFTA was morphing from Water Engineers for the 
Americas and Africa to Water Engineers for the sisters.  What becomes obvious on this trip 
is that if we focus on the sisters, they will take care of the people.  They will make our job 
easier. They will ensure that organizations like WEFTA and SAWA are successful. 



Information on the WASH in HCF 
Initiative Gathering in Rome for 

Accelerating Progress
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